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That is why Congress appropriated almost
two billion dollars for international assistance
across two emergency relief measures. Our
Department of State and USAID have pledged
almost $500 million, with more on the way.
American businesses, philanthropies and non-
governmental organizations are contributing
their assistance as well wherever possible.

These are important first steps, but our
country can and must do more to lead a glob-
al effort against this pandemic. We must co-
ordinate pathways for assistance from devel-
oped to developing countries to enhance the
capacity of their health care systems to com-
bat future waves of this pandemic. We must
lead the way in bringing together the best and
brightest around the world in fully under-
standing this virus and developing a vaccine.
We must forge a path towards global eco-
nomic recovery, restoring old supply chains
and creating new ones, and leading our world
economy to be stronger, more resilient and
more just than it was before this crisis. Above
all, we must lead in repairing the frayed fabric
of global order, restoring trust in and commit-
ment to our shared institutions among all
countries.

Seventy-five years after the Second World
War, let us recall the courage and sacrifice of
the greatest generation. Let us find the reali-
ties and opportunities in this crippling pan-
demic and recommit ourselves and the United
States to global leadership and to the values
of freedom, prosperity and peace at home and
abroad. And as we do so and overcome this
pandemic, let us, the Americans of this age,
with our bravery, generosity and greatness of
spirit, prove to be as celebrated an example
as that greatest generation to Americans of fu-
ture eras.

——————
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Tuesday, April 28, 2020

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, the
COVID-19 pandemic we face today has made
it abundantly clear how truly connected to one
another we all are and how widely our con-
nections span the globe. This pandemic is the
greatest global challenge we have faced since
World War Il and cooperation has never been
more important.

As Chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee for Europe, Eurasia, Energy
and the Environment, it has been one of my
top priorities to strengthen and support our
transatlantic alliance. Together, the United
States and our friends and allies in Europe
have worked side by side to tackle challenges
while advancing democratic values. Through
our NATO alliance and as members of multi-
lateral institutions like the United Nations and
the World Health Organization, we have con-
sistently worked together to maximize our re-
sources to address shared security threats.

Now as we face the COVID-19 pandemic,
our cooperation today is more important than
ever. Although it has caused many to look in-
ward and focus on those in our own commu-
nities, it is critical to remember that the threat
from COVID-19 will not end once we have
flattened the curve here at home. If we fail to
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rally support and resources for countries strug-
gling with COVID—19 abroad, especially devel-
oping countries and countries marred by con-
flict, we risk this disease once again finding its
way to our shores. Beyond the disease itself,
we will face threats from the security and eco-
nomic conditions COVID-19 is already leaving
in its wake including famine, a global reces-
sion, and heightened instability and the extre-
mism that often follows it.

However, we must also remember that we
don’t have to go it alone and that in fact we
are stronger in meeting our shared challenges
when we work together. We can learn from
each other to better understand the pathology
of COVID-19 and how we may ultimately
begin safely reopening our economies. We
can share resources to ensure all of our med-
ical and health personnel have access to per-
sonal protective equipment, ventilators and
other medical devices, and eventually to vac-
cines as well. We can work together to de-
bunk myths and combat disinformation so our
communities are not misled by malign actors.
Our NATO alliance is already working to co-
ordinate these kinds of assistance and we
must build on these successes to be most ef-
fective in ending this pandemic for good.

We are capable of meeting this challenge if
we do so together, and for that, American
leadership is crucial. We have seen American
leadership raise critical resources to fight
pandemics in the past and improve the effec-
tiveness of multilateral institutions like the
World Health Organization. If we cede this
leadership role, we relinquish our ability to
shape a safer, more secure future for all
Americans, their families and friends overseas,
and the myriad business and educational op-
portunities they have created together to grow
the global economy and connect so many
communities all around the world. Only to-
gether with our friends and partners, can we
rise to meet this unprecedented challenge so
that we may soon reunite with our loved ones,
safely reopen our economies, and return to
the lives we once knew.

————
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Mr. BERA. Madam Speaker, as a doctor,
I’'m proud that the United States has been a
leader in global health. Around the world, mil-
lions of people are healthier and more safe
because of the efforts of the United States.
Through smart and strategic investments in
the State Department and USAID, we have
led the international fight against diseases like
HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis. We
should all be proud of the far-reaching impact
of our global health, development and humani-
tarian assistance programs.

Several decades of leadership and invest-
ment in global health have not only saved the
lives of people across the world, but have
proved vital to protecting the health, security,
and economic interests of Americans within
our own borders. In our interconnected world,
it can take 36 hours for a virus to travel from
a remote village to all six continents. The
sooner we act to contain a public health emer-
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gency abroad, the safer our citizens are back
home.

The urgent need to contain the COVID-19
pandemic and protect our constituents has re-
inforced the importance of contributing to glob-
al health challenges abroad. Since originating
in China in December 2019, the virus has
quickly spread to 170 countries and has now
reached over 200,000 deaths worldwide.

The United States has been hit particularly
hard. With over 50,000 reported deaths, the
pandemic is putting significant strain on our
first responders and health systems. States
are beginning to make the difficult decision
whether to lift stay-at-home orders in hopes of
jumpstarting the economy.

But no matter how successful we are in
fighting the pandemic here at home, we will
never defeat it unless other parts of the world
are equipped to prevent outbreaks from occur-
ring in the first place and to contain them
when they do occur. Left unaddressed glob-
ally, COVID-19 will find its way back to the
u.S.

Before the virus hit the U.S., the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
warned that a staggering 70 percent of coun-
tries were underprepared to prevent, detect,
and respond to a public health emergency.
Many nations, particularly in the developing
world, aren’t equipped to deal with COVID-19
or future pandemics. Far too many countries
suffer from weak health systems, with chal-
lenges such as unsafe water and inadequate
sanitation tools to lack of health centers alto-
gether.

Other nations are reeling from years of con-
flict, natural disasters or other humanitarian
conflicts, doing their best to support inad-
equate health systems already operating well
below capacity. COVID-19 does not recognize
borders. It doesn’t know the difference be-
tween someone back in my district and one of
the over 65 million forcibly displaced persons
in the world.

The secondary economic and food short-
ages have hit us hard here in the U.S. and we
in Congress are doing our best to address
them. The predictions for the future around the
world are bleak—the World Food Program re-
cently estimated that by the end of 2020 the
number of people around the world who are
starving could double, reaching 265 million
people.

All these risk factors around the world only
increase the likelihood of this virus reemerging
at our doorstep. They also leave us exposed
to future public health threats. Now, more than
ever, the U.S. must continue to lead on global
health. As Congress works towards additional
funding and response efforts to fight this glob-
al pandemic, it's critical that our actions in-
clude funding to fight COVID-19 around the
world.

Decades of U.S. global leadership in foreign
assistance has shown us that smart and stra-
tegic investments are critical to protecting the
homeland. Our efforts have defended the
safety of our nation and saved countless lives.
| ask my colleagues to join me in calling for
the prioritizing of a U.S.-led global response to
combatting coronavirus. If we don’t keep one
eye abroad, we unnecessarily leave our fami-
lies, friends, and neighbors at risk.
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Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, our best ef-
forts to fight this virus at home cannot suc-
ceed if we are not also fighting it abroad.

The United States has led the world out of
every major modern crisis, and that leadership
now is critical to our ability to successfully re-
bound from the economic impact of COVID-
19. We will not be able to fully restore eco-
nomic stability in our country until the spread
of the virus is under control globally.

In Congress, it's our imperative to act quick-
ly for the American people. That certainly
means protecting our courageous first re-
sponders, strengthening our health systems at
home, and taking steps to safeguard American
jobs and livelihoods. But it also means doing
our part to eliminate threats before they reach
our borders.

Right now, the majority of the world, espe-
cially developing nations, lack the resources to
prevent or respond to a public health crisis like
COVID-19. They suffer from weak health as
well as large percentages of displaced and
refugee populations, where social distancing is
near impossible.

According to the CDC, 70 percent of the
world is underprepared for a public health
emergency. Robust U.S. funding for global
health programs can help combat the contin-
ued spread of COVID-19. The United States
must restore cuts to humanitarian funds, par-
ticularly in areas like water, sanitation, and hy-
giene, and increase funding for international
organizations doing emergency response
work.

The United States has the scientific and
technical expertise to assist others with their
pandemic responses. The CDC is experienced
in helping other countries meet international
health standards for global health security. We
must lead the international community in the
global public health response, while also as-
serting leadership to coordinate a global eco-
nomic recovery.

If we do not recognize that challenges
abroad are linked to challenges at home, we
will not be able to fully overcome the impact
of this virus. If we leave the world vulnerable
to coronavirus, we leave our own country vul-
nerable as well.

————
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Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, | want to
thank Congressman BERA and Congressman
YoHo, two of my colleagues on the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, for hosting this vir-
tual special order today on the importance of
strong U.S. global leadership with regard to
the coronavirus.

The coronavirus is reminding us that dis-
eases and their impacts know no borders,
making it critical that the United States show
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leadership during the pandemic, and also
afterwards to get the global economy back on
track as well as prepare for the next outbreak.
There is no reason to assume there will not be
future outbreaks, and, as the world becomes
more interconnected, we need to be prepared
so that the next outbreak does not become a
pandemic like the coronavirus.

This is where the Global Health Security
Act, legislation that my friend GERRY CON-
NOLLY and | authored, can make an impact.
And | want to thank him for his leadership in
moving this legislation forward.

The Global Health Security Act would help
the Federal Government prepare for the next
pandemic both by codifying critical aspects of
the interagency coordination process for global
health security and also put the Congressional
stamp of approval on the Global Health Secu-
rity Agenda (GHSA).

The GHSA is an oddly-named multilateral
initiative which seeks to strengthen health sys-
tems around the world. It focuses on public
health issues of top international concern such
as biosafety and biosecurity, immunization,
health monitoring, zoonotic diseases, and
healthcare worker training. Many of these pri-
ority areas are critical to fighting not only the
coronavirus but also any infectious disease
that emerges after we have contained the cur-
rent outbreak.

The Obama Administration helped set up
the GHSA in the face of sluggish implementa-
tion of international guidelines for health sys-
tems around the world and poor international
leadership in response to the Ebola crisis in
West Africa in 2014. The Trump Administra-
tion has enthusiastically carried on U.S. lead-
ership through the GHSA, pledging substantial
U.S. funding toward its implementation. The
GHSA is something which both parties can be
proud of.

Americans are rightly skeptical of the effi-
cacy of multilateral organizations. Since an ill-
ness is one short plane ride away, however,
investments in disease detection and public
health capacity in other countries directly sup-
port our own health security right here in
America. If we don’t address and prepare for
diseases abroad, we will have to address
them at home.

That is why | am proud that the Global
Health Security Act passed the Foreign Affairs
Committee in February with unanimous sup-
port. By passing this legislation Congress will
demonstrate a strong commitment to global
health security leadership.

For better or worse, the United States does
not have a choice on whether we step up and
lead on the coronavirus and future pandemics.
As we have seen, the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) has covered up, and still is cov-
ering up, critical information about the early
stages of the disease and its origins. This al-
lowed the virus to become a global pandemic.
In China, everyone’s health and wellbeing are
subservient to the political goals of the CCP.
We must ensure that the CCP does not take
global health leadership. If it does, it will not
just be the people of China whose health is
subject to the political calculus of an authori-
tarian political system, it will be all people
around the world, including here in America.
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Mr. CISNEROS. Madam Speaker, for the
better part of the last century, U.S. leadership
has been essential to addressing critical global
challenges. From rebuilding Europe after
World War |l to building an international coali-
tion to respond to the Ebola Outbreak, the
United States is unique in the world in its abil-
ity to build international coalitions and marshal
resources and support around the world. The
COVID-19 pandemic is a global crisis that
necessarily requires a global response in
order to solve it—and the United States must
take up the leadership role it has fulfilled for
decades to facilitate the response.

COVID-19 knows no borders—quickly
spreading across the world in a matter of
months, accelerated by our inter-connected
world. As such, while we should extend every
effort to arrest the spread in the United States,
stopping the spread in the United States alone
is not enough. If we are to truly be able to re-
open our economy and engage in global trade
and participate in the global supply chain, we
risk greater exposure and transmission of the
virus if it continues to spread unchecked
around the world.

Fortunately, the United States possesses
not only the requisite knowledge and expertise
in its public health and medical officials, but
also decades of experience in global health ef-
forts necessary to lead a coordinated global
response. The United States has done this be-
fore. Through the State Department, U.S.
Agency for International Development, and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
the United States has led efforts to combat the
spread of HIV, malaria, Ebola, and other infec-
tious diseases. Doing so not only made the
epicenters of those outbreaks safer, but it also
made the United States and American citizens
safer. As a result, we contributed to an envi-
ronment that enabled the American and global
economies to thrive. Today, amid the worst
global pandemic in at least a century, the
United States must step back into the leader-
ship role it has held for decades and work with
the international community to chart a pathway
to defeat COVID-19.

We must commit the resources necessary
across our global health, humanitarian, and
economic toolkits to defeat the coronavirus.
According to the CDC, 70 percent of the world
remains underprepared to prevent, detect, and
respond to a public health emergency. That
means we must ensure our diplomats and de-
velopment professionals on the frontlines re-
ceive the support they need to maintain oper-
ations, provide for emergency preparedness
needs, and protect Americans. After commit-
ting trillions to relief at home and more than
$2 billion in emergency funding to support the
global COVID-19 response, it is understand-
able that some may be reticent to spend more
on the international effort. However, as the
data suggests that an outbreak in a remote vil-
lage can spread to major cities on all six con-
tinents in less than 36 hours, that funding is
an investment in a safer and more prosperous
America.

| thank the Frontline healthcare workers,
first responders, military servicemembers, and
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